31 



What is claimed is: 

1. A file management method for a recording medium on 
which is recorded a distributed content file, said file 
management method comprising the steps of: 

creating a directory for each package, and recording 
a file of content included in that package based on said 
directory ; 

managing with a package management file a 
correspondence between a directory name of said directory 
and a package identifier assigned to said package; and 

managing with a content file group management file 
a correspondence between a file name when said content 
file is recorded on said recording medium and a reference 
name when that content is linked from other content. 
2 . The file management method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of, when there exists in said package 
content linking to content included in another package, 
managing with a link resolution file a correspondence 
between a reference name indicating content included in 
said another package and a package identifier of said 
another package. 

3. The file management method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of designating said directory name 
by providing correspondence to a package directory number 
assigned uniquely to a package, and managing with said 
package management file a correspondence between said 
package directory number and said package identifier. 
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4. The file management method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of designating a file name of said 
content by providing correspondence to a content number 
assigned in package units , and managing with said content 
file group management file a correspondence between said 
content number and said reference name. 

5 . The file management method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the steps of: 

describing in said package management file a 
relationship between said directory name and said package 
identifier ; 

describing in said content file group management 
file a relationship between said file name and said 
reference name; and 

when said directory name or file name is changed, 
changing said directory name of said package management 
fileorsaid file name of said content file group management 
file. 

6 . The file management method according to claim 2 , further 
comprising the step of, when a package including link 
destination content does not exist on said recording 
medium, creating a distribution reservation list file 
in which a package identifier of said package is entered. 

7 . The file management method according to claim 6 , further 
comprising the step of creating said distribution 
reservation list file on said recording medium. 

8. The file management method according to claim 6 , further 
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comprising the step of creating said distribution 
reservation list file in a memory area of a content 
recording/playback apparatus . 

9. A content playback method comprising the steps of: 

when playing back content recorded on a recording 
medium by means of xihe file management method according 
to claim 2 , extracting a content file from said recording 
medium; and \ 

when there is in sNaid content file a link 
specification to a file included in the same package as 
that in which said content included, specifying a link 
destination content file usVng the content file group 
management file according toNclaim 1. 

10. The content playback methcyd according to claim 9, 
further comprising the step of Awhen there is in said 
content file a link specif ication \o a file included in 
a different package from that in whVch said content is 
included, specifying a link destination content file 
using the package management file acc err ding to claim 1 
and the link resolution file according Vo claim 2. 

11. A content recording apparatus for recording a 
distributed content file on a recording medium, said 
content recording apparatus compr is ing : 

package management information recording means for 
creating a directory for each package, and creating and 
recording on said recording medium a package management 
file indicating a correspondence between a directory name 
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of said directory and a package identifier assigned to 
said package; and 

content file recording means for creating a content 
file group management file indicating a correspondence 
between a file name of a content file included in said 
package and a reference name when that content is linked 
from other content, and recording said content file and 
said content file group management file on said recording 
medium. 

12. The content recording apparatus according to claim 
11, further comprising link resolution information 
recording means for, when there exists in said package 
content linking to content included in another package, 
creating and recording on said recording medium a link 
resolution file indicating a correspondence between a 
reference name indicating content included in said 
another package and a package identifier of said another 
package . 

13 . A content playback apparatus for playing back content 
from said recording medium on which a content file is 
recorded by the content recording apparatus according 
to claim 12, said content playback apparatus comprising: 

content file acquiring mea^ns for extracting a 
content file from said recording medium; and 

link resolving means for, when\there is in said 
content file a link specification to a\f ile included in 
the same package as that in which said content is included, 
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specifying a link Vies tinat ion content file using the 
content file group management file according to claim 
11 . \ 

14. The content playback apparatus according to claim 

13, wherein, when there\is in said content file a link 
specification to a file included in a different package 
from that in which said coVtent is included, said link 
resolving means specifies a link destination content file 
using the package management rsile according to claim 11 
and the link resolution file according to claim 12. 

15. The content playback apparatus according to claim 

14, further comprising distribution reservation list file 
recording means for, when a package including said link 
destination content does not exist on said recording 
medium, creating a distribution reservation list file 
in which a package identifier of said package is entered. 

16. A program that causes a computer to function as: 

package management information recording means for 
creating a directory for each package, and creating and 
recording on said recording medium a package management 
file indicating a correspondence between a directory name 
of said directory and a package identifier assigned to 
said package; and 

content file recording means for creating a content 
file group management file indicating a correspondence 
between a file name of a content file included in said 
package and a reference name when that content is linked 
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from other content, and recording said content file and 
said content file group management file on said recording 
medium. 

17. The program according to claim 16 for further causing 
functioning as link resolution information recording 
means for, when there exists in said package content 
linking to content included in another package, creating 
and recording on said recording medium a link resolution 
file indicating a correspondence between a reference name 
indicating content included in said another package and 
a package identifier of said another package. 

18. A content playback program that, in order to play- 
back content from a recording medium on which a content 
file is recorded by theVontent recording apparatus 
according to claim 12, causes a computer to function as: 

content file acquir ing\means for extracting a 
content file from said recording medium; and 

link resolving means for, Vhen there is in said 
content file a link specif icationto a file included in 
the same package as that in which said content is included, 
specifying a link destination content file using the 
content file group management file according to claim 
11 . \ 

19. The content playback program accordingVto claim 18 
for, when there is insaid content filealink speoif ication 
to a file included in a different package from\that in 
which said content is included, further causing saiyd link 
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resolving means to function as means for specifying 
link destination content rile using the package 
management file according to\claim 11 and the link 
resolution file according to cJSaim 12. 



